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The Australian

       Australia to play Austria in World Group Play-Off

Celebrating the past, supporting the present and promoting the future.

The ITF has announced the Draw for the 2018 Davis Cup by BNP Paribas 
World Group play-offs.   Australia will take on Austria in Austria from 
September 14-16. 
  
The winning nations in the World Group 
play-offs will qualify for the 2019 World 
Group, while the losing nations will 
compete in their respective Zone Group I 
events in 2019. 

Seeds for the draw were based on the 
latest ITF Davis Cup Nations Rankings. 

The draw is as follows: 
2018 World Group play-offs  
Argentina (s) v Colombia 
Great Britain (s) v Uzbekistan 
Austria v Australia (s) 
Switzerland (s) v Sweden 
Serbia (s) v India 
Canada (s) v Netherlands 
Hungary v Czech Republic (s) 
Japan (s) v Bosnia/Herzegovina 

It will be the fourth time the two countries 
have met, with Australia leading 2-1 after 
winning their last contest in Sydney 13 
years ago. 

It will be a hard tie for the Aussies as 
Austria have played their last three home 
ties on clay, the favoured surface of their 
leading player, world No.7 Dominic 
Thiem.  Gerald Melzer is the Austrians’ 
second-ranked singles player at 113th in 
the world, with Sebastian Ofner No.139.

Bentleigh Travel Tour of Austria 
As usual with away ties, Bentleigh 
Travel will be organising a tour for 
members in conjunction with the tie.   
Interested members should contact Ian 
Jane at Bentleigh Travel:   
Tel: +61 3 9557 5898 
Email: admin@bentleightravel.com.au 

Ian advises as follows: 
“I think I will do an 8-day tour before the 
tennis and will concentrate on Austria and 
will seek the assistance of the Austrian 
Tourist Board in putting something truly 
special together.  I hope that I can include 
a musical performance for the group but I 
have some research to do before I can be 
more specific. 

I am thinking of visiting Innsbruck and 
Salzburg and Graz in the south 
to see the Spanish horses plus Vienna.”
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World Group Update 

Australia went down 1-3 to Germany in the World Group round 1 tie played in 
Brisbane in February.   The tie saw the debut of promising junior Alex De 
Minaur who had an outstanding summer of tennis.  The tie was hard-fought 
and Australia was perhaps unlucky with both Kyrgios and De Minaur carrying 
injuries into the last day’s play. 

Germany went on to lose to Spain 2-3 in a very close quarter-final in Spain which 
featured Nadal’s return to tennis after injury.  The full results were: 
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ITF ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR TRANSFORMATION 
OF DAVIS CUP                                            26 Feb 2018 

Members will be interested in the ITF’s plans to revamp the Davis Cup as follows: 

“The ITF today announced plans for a 25-year, $3 billion partnership with investment 
group Kosmos that will transform Davis Cup by BNP Paribas and generate substantial 
revenues for global tennis development. 

The ITF Board of Directors unanimously endorsed a proposal to create a major new annual 
season-ending World Cup of Tennis Finals that will crown the Davis Cup champions. Featuring 
18 nations and played over one week in a world-class location in November, the event will be 
staged by Kosmos in partnership with the ITF. 

The investment from Kosmos will include significant increases in prize money for players and 
ITF member nations, and the funding of grass roots projects and other tennis development 
programmes.   The proposal is subject to further development, and the successful completion of 
due diligence and finalisation of a formal agreement. 

ITF President David Haggerty said: “This is a complete game-changer for the ITF and for tennis. 
Our Board has supported a bold and ambitious plan for the future of Davis Cup by BNP Paribas, 
one of the sport’s most cherished and important events and a key cornerstone in our ITF2024 
strategy.  Our vision is to create a major season-ending finale that will be a festival of tennis and 
entertainment, featuring the world’s greatest players representing their nations to decide the 
Davis Cup champions.” 

This new partnership will not only create a true World Cup of Tennis, but will also unlock record 
levels of new investment for future generations of tennis players and fans around the world.” 
Several world-class cities have already expressed interest in hosting the new event, and the ITF 
and Kosmos will continue discussions with a view to launching the Finals in 2019. 
The plans will be submitted to the ITF Annual General Meeting, to be held in August in Orlando, 
Florida. A two-thirds majority will be required for final approval. 

Gerard Piqué said: “Kosmos is thrilled to join in this exciting partnership with the ITF. Together 
we can elevate Davis Cup by BNP Paribas to new heights by putting on a must-see World Cup 
of Tennis Finals featuring the top nations and top players. Kosmos will also invest $3 billion over 
25 years into tennis that will help develop the game worldwide.” 

Under the plans, the World Cup of Tennis Finals will be played over seven days in November in 
the traditional week of the Davis Cup Final. The Finals will feature a round-robin format followed 
by a quarterfinal knockout stage. Each tie will consist of two singles and one doubles over best-
of-three sets. The 16 World Group nations will automatically qualify for the Finals, and a further 
two nations will be selected. 

There will also be a play-off round held during the Finals which will include the eight nations that 
qualify from the Zone Group I events. The eight play-off winners will earn a place in the following 
year’s Finals. 

There will be no change to the format of zone group competition. In Zone Groups I and II, home-
and-away ties will continue to be played during the traditional three weeks in the calendar. Zone 
Groups III and IV will continue to consist of week-long round-robin events. 

Further details will be announced in due course.”
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Davis Cup Raffle 2018 

Tickets $5 each or 5 for $20 

1st Prize: Hopman Cup, Perth 2019 tennis 
package (Value: $3500) 
2nd Prize: 2 tickets to 2019 Australian 
Open Quarter Finals (Value: $500) 
3rd Prize: 2 tickets to 2019 ADCTF 
Australian Open Luncheon (Value: $300) 

To be drawn on 8th July at Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club 
at a High Tea afternoon function.  Winners will be 
notified on 9th July and results will be published on the ADCTF website.To request tickets mail 
the form or email: info@adctf.org.au then tickets and money must be returned by Monday 25th 
June 2018 to ADCTF, PO Box 342, Ivanhoe 3079 using the form included with this newsletter. 

ATP Rankings 
at 10.4.18 

Nick Kyrgios   24 
Matthew Ebden  77  
John Millman   89 
Jordan Thompson  100 
Alex De Minaur  123  
Bernard Tomic  144 
Tanasi Kokkinakis   149 
Akira Santillan  170 

Junior Davis Cup 
The Australian Junior Davis Cup team 
is competing in Kuching, Malaysia 
from 9-14 April. 

The event, sees ten teams across three 
groups compete for the chance to move 
on to the Final Qualifying event for Asia/
Oceania nations in Gimcheon, Korea on 
22-27 April. 

The two best-performing nations will 
earn the right to compete in Korea, 
where they will make up two of 16 teams 
going head-to-head for one of four 
places into the Junior Davis Cup Finals 
in San Luis Potosi, Mexico from 24-29 
September. 

STOP PRESS:  Australia finishes top of 
their pool  with 9 wins out of 9 and now 
faces a play-off v China for a spot in the 
finals.

Australia’s Junior Davis Cup Team - Cooper 
White, Tai Sach and Chris Mahoney.

Get all the latest Australian Davis Cup Foundation 
news by following us on Facebook. 

Just search “Davis Cup Foundation.” 

Recent posts included information about the draw for the World Group 
Play-Offs, our 2018 Fund-raising Raffle and the Junior Davis Cup team.
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